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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC 3 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

2. Claims 12-19, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Saji (US Patent Number 5,471,486) in view Yamamoto (US Patent 5,327,482). 

Regarding claims 12, 19, Saji teaches a radio telephone (see figures 4) including (see 
figure 5) a rechargeable power supply 1 1 and having coupling means (a1 , bl, a2 ( b2) 
(col 4 lines 40-61 ) for connecting to a charger unit 6 (see figure 4) for charging the 
power supply 1 1 (see figure 5), the radiotelephone (see figure 5, col 4 lines 5-12) 
comprising: 

sensing means 15 associated with the coupling means (a1 bl, a2 b2) and operable to 
sense the absence or the presence of the charging unit 6 (radio telephone handset) 
being connected(a1 , b1 , b2, b2) to the charger unit 6 (col 6 lines 60-66). Saji fails to 
teach an inhibiting means in such a manner that when the sensing means sense 
absence of the charging unit the inhibiting means automatically inhibits operation of the 
radiotelephone. However, Yamamoto teaches a radio telephone (see figure 19) 
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'comprising: an inhibiting means responsive to the means in such a manner that when 
the sensing means 54 senses the absence of the charging unit 200 handset (col 8 lines 
49-54/, if the handset 200 is not mounted on the charger 300, it results in the battery 
exhaustion, and the inhibiting means automatically inhibits operation of the radio 
telephone (col 8 lines 45-66). Since Saji teaches a radio telephone that detects the 
absence or present of charging unit 6, and Yamamoto teaches a radiotelephone that 
when it detects the absence of the charging unit 200, it inhibits using the phone. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the above teaching of Yamamoto with Saji, in order to enable the 
user to protect her/his cell phone from being used in case of being stolen. 

Regarding claim 13, Saji fails to teach a radiotelephone wherein the sensor and the 
inhibiting means are operative for a power on mode of the radiotelephone. However 
Yamamoto teaches a radiotelephone wherein the sensor and the inhibiting means are 
operative for a power on mode the radiotelephone (col 6 lines 44-62, col 8 lines 45-66). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the above teaching of Yamamoto with Saji, for the purpose of 
making the phone unusable in case of being lost or stolen. 

Regarding claim 14, Saji fails to teach a radiotelephone wherein the inhibiting means is 
adapted to inhibit access to information stored in the radiotelephone. Yamamoto 
teaches a radiotelephone wherein the inhibiting means is adapted to inhibit the 
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operation of the phone (col 8 line 63-66), therefore, Yamamoto inherently inhibit access 
to information stored in the radiotelephone. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the above teaching 
with Yamamoto, in order to reduce the frequency overlap in a radio personal 
communications system. 

Regarding claim 15, Saji fails to teach a radiotelephone wherein the inhibiting means is 
adapted to inhibit making outgoing call from a radiotelephone. Yamamoto teaches radio 
telephone wherein the inhibiting means is adapted to 'inhibit making outgoing call from a 
radiotelephone (col 8 lines 63-66). Yamamoto teaches a system wherein, in case of the 
absence of the handset 200 from the charger 300, this causes the operation of the 
phone is inhibited (col 8 lines 63-66), when the operation of the phone is inhibited, the 
outgoing call from the radiotelephone iis not possible. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the 
above teaching of Saji with Yamamoto, in order to prevent the transceiver from 
transmitting at the previously selected frequency if the connection has been lost. 

Regarding claim 16, Saji fails to teach a radiotelephone comprising a memory means 
for storing subscriber information and an inhibiting means for inhibiting access to 
subscriber information stored in the memory means. Yamamoto inherently teaches a 
radiotelephone comprising a memory means for storing subscriber information (col 4 
lines 46-48) and the inhibiting means is adapted to inhibit access (col 8 lines 63-66) to 
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subscriber information stored in the memory means (col 4 lines 46-48). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the above teaching of Yamamoto with Saji, in order to enable the user to save 
a predetermined sequence (security code) of keystrokes that employs to disable some 
of the keys for the purpose of providing anti-theft feature. 

Regarding claim 17, Saji teaches a radio telephone (see figures 4) wherein the sensor 
15 (see figure 5) is adapted to sense a charging voltage 14 for charging the 
rechargeable power supply 1 1 of the radio telephone 1 (col 4 lines 50-67 col 5 lines 1- 
3). 

Regarding claim 18, Saji fails to teach a radiotelephone wherein the operation of the 
radiotelephone is restorable responsive to a security code input to the radiotelephone. 
Yamamoto teaches a radiotelephone wherein the operation of the radiotelephone is 
restorable responsive to a security code input to the radiotelephone (col 7 lines 44-68). 
Yamamoto teaches a radiotelephone that previously stores it's security code in an ID 
card. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to combine the above teaching of Yamamoto with Saji, in order making 
it impossible for a theft to use the cellular phone. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 5/1 1/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that Saji fails to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., 
sensing means is an element of the radio telephone, not of the charging unit) are not 
recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re 
Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

In response to the applicant's Saji argument that there is no suggestion to 
combine the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be 
established by combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the 
claimed invention where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so 
found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one 
of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071 , 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 
1988) and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, 
Saji teaches a radio telephone (see figures 4) including (see figure 5) a rechargeable 
power supply 1 1 and having coupling means (a1, bl, a2, b2) (col 4 lines 40-61) for 
connecting to a charger unit 6 (see figure 4) for charging the power supply 1 1 (see 
figure 5), the radiotelephone (see figure 5, col 4 lines 5-12) comprising: sensing means 
15 associated with the coupling means (a1 bl, a2 b2) and operable to sense the 
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absence or the presence of the charging unit 6 (radio telephone handset) being 
connected(a1 , b1 , b2, b2) to the charger unit 6 (col 6 lines 60-66). Saji fails to teach an 
inhibiting means in such a manner that when the sensing means sense absence of the 
charging unit the inhibiting means automatically inhibits operation of the radiotelephone. 
However, Yamamoto teaches a radio telephone (see figure 19) 'comprising: an 
inhibiting means responsive to the means in such a manner that when the sensing 
means 54 senses the absence of the charging unit 200 handset (col 8 lines 49-54/, if 
the handset 200 is not mounted on the charger 300, it results in the battery exhaustion, 
and the inhibiting means automatically inhibits operation of the radio telephone (col 8 
lines 45-66). Since Saji teaches a radiotelephone that detects the absence or present of 
charging unit 6, and Yamamoto teaches a radiotelephone that when it detects the 
absence of the charging unit 200, it inhibits using the phone. Therefore, by combining 
the above teaching of Yamamoto with Saji, enabling the user to protect her/his cell 
phone from being used in case of being stolen. 

In response to the applicant's argument that Yamamoto does not teach "inhibiting 
means" because transmitting that signal is Yamamoto is unrelated to response or 
absence of the charger unit. 

The Examiner asserts that in the present application the claims referee to 
inhibiting means, Yamamoto describes a theft detection function continuously transmits 
a theft signal (inhibiting means) from the branch unit until the battery of the branch 
unit is exhausted. Again features of applicant's application, it is noted that the features 
upon which applicant relies are not recited in the rejected claims. Although the claims 
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are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read 
into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 
1993). 

In response to applicant's argument that Yamamoto fails to show certain features 
of applicant's application, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies, again 
the Examiner asserts that (i.e., inhibiting means that automatically inhibits operation of 
the radio telephone when the sensing means sense absence of the charging unit, not of 
the charging unit) are not recited in the rejected claims. Although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into 
the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Conclusion 

4. Any responses to this action should be mailed to: 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naghmeh Mehrpour whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7913. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00- 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold be reached (571)272-7905. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
NM 

August 29, 2006 / 



